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ing at least twenty families, with a view
to greater convenience in the establish-
wment of schools and churches, and to the
attainment of social conditions of like
character, asked to be allowed to settle
together in a village declared as afore-
said in connection with the land out of
which their homestead farms are selected,
the Minister may, in his discretion, vary
or dispense with the foregoing require-
ments as to residence upon, but not to
the improvements of each separate home-
stead farm.” It went on to say that a per-
son could select one of these allotments,
and he was to get it without payment.
That was clear enough. In order to have
those advantages, a village was laid out
especially for that area; but, if we now
extended the principle to people living in
towns who were not farmers at all, it cer-
tainly would destroy the intention which
Parliament had when the Homesteads
Act was passed. In order to look further
into the matter, he moved that progress
be reported.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 9.50 p.m. un-
til the next Tuesday.

Begislative Gouncil,
Tuesday, 9th Angust, 1898.

Papers presented—Return: Coolgardie Gold-
fields Water Scheme, Expenditnre—Return :
Loan Moneys—Local Courts Evidence
Bill, first reading—Criminal Appeal Bill,
first reading—Return: Goldfields Popula-
tion and ‘Expenditure—Message: Assent
to Supply Bill—Prevention of Crimes Bill,
third reading—Early Closing Bul, in
Coinmittee, further considered and rve-
ported ; Divisions (4)—Jury Bill, firss
reading—Inebriates  Bill, first reading—
Adjournment.

Tae PRESIDENT took the chair at
4.30 o'clock, p.m.

PraveRs.

[COUNCIL.]

Loan Moneys.

PAPERS PRESENIED.

By the Covoxian SecreTarY: Expendi-
ture on vessels owned or chartered by
Government at Fremantle TFremantle
Public Hospital, Rules and Regulations.
Counsel’s Fees under Supreme Court Act,
Judges’ Order. Coolgardie Water Supply
Scheme, Final Report of Commission of
Engineers Mines Department, Report
for 1897. Mining Commission, Report
and Evidence. High School, Report of
Governors for 1897-8. London Agency,
Statement of Operations for 1897.
Museum and Art Gallery, Report for
1897-8. Metropolitan Water Works
Board, Report of Works carried out to
date.

RETURN: COOLGARDIE GOLDFIELDS °
WATER SCHEME, LEaiPENDITURE.
On the motion of the How. R. S.

HarxyEs, ordered that a return be laid

upon the table, showing (1} the amount

borrowed by the Government on account
of the Coolgardie water supply scheme ;

(2), the amount already expended; (3),

where is the balance, if any, and if it or

any portion of it has been expended, the
nature and amount of the expenditure.

RETURN: LOAN MONEYS.

Hox. R. S. HAYNES moved that a re-
turn be laid on the table of the House,
shewing—1, the amount of money at pre-
sert due by the colony on loans raised ;
2, the amount raised on Treasury bills; 3,
the amount due to the A M.P. Society and
any other financial ingtitution, including
bunks; 4, the amount borrowed by the
Government from the Saviegs Bank; 3,
the amount for which the Government
have given guarantees, or are in any way
lieble to pay ; 6, the total amount of loans
authorised to be, but not yet raised: 7,
the actual amount to the credit of the Gov-
ernment in the various banks in the
colony, specifying the respective amounts
tn credit in each bank; 8, the actual
amount to credit of the sinking fund, and
where the amount is lying, or if invested,

"tha nature of the investments; 9, the

amounts to credit of the Government,
with details, available for the construction
of public works; 10, the amounts of the
actual contracts let by the Government.

he information would be of preat use to
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the House, and such information should

be placed before hon. members at an early |

date.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES, in seconding the
wotion, said he had been endeavouring
to get some of the information asked for
in the motion, and he would like the hon.
tember to add another item, “the amount
Jue and owing to contractors.”

Hox, R. S, HAYNES said he had no ob-
jection to add that to his motion.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: At what date?

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: The Government
could give the amount due at the present
date.  He would put it in thig way : “The
amount due and owing tu contractors up
to June 30th, on all completed or uncom-
pleted works.”

Tug PRESIDENT : Perhaps it would be
Letter to get a separate return in connec-
tion with this matter.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: As the matters
in his motion were non-cententious, per-
haps it would be better to make a separate
motion in regard to the other information
required

Hox. 5. J. HAYNES said he would
simply second the motion as moved.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
moving for returns of this character, no
doubt it was the intention of hon. mem-
bers to obtain useful information, and
make use of it if necessary. There was
some indistinctness about question No. 9,
which referred to the amounts to the credit,
of the Government, with details, avail-
able for the construction of public works.

Hoxn. R. 8. Haywes : That would be as to
amounts ; No. 1 contract, so much; No.
2 contract, so much ; No. 3 contract, so
much, and so on

Tue COLONTIAL SECRETARY said he
understood the hon. member wanted the
amounts to the credit of the Government,
and the amounts available for the com-
struction of the various public works.

How. R. S. HAYNES said he wanted the
amounts to the credit of the Government
and the details. If the Colonial Secre-
tary objected to the word “details,” he
would take it out. ~With permission, he
would amend the motion, by adding after
the word “details” the word “thereon.”

Motion, as amended, put and passed.

[9 Avgusr, 1898.]
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LOCAL COURTS EVIDENCE BILI.
Introduced by the Hown. A. B. Kmson,

and read a firat time.

CRIMINAL APPEAL BILL.
Introduced by the How. A. B. Kinson,
and read a first time.

RETCRN : GULDFi1ELDS PUPULATION
- AND EXPENUITURE.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE moved that a re-
turn be laid on the table, showing—1, the
population of the HEastern Goldfields
(group) ; 2, the amount of public money
expended in works and railways upon the
Enstern Goldfields; 3, the population of
the Murchison Goldfields (group); 4, the
smount of money expended in works and
raiiways upon the Murchison Goldfields;
3, the gross yield of gold from the Eastern
Goldfields ; 6, the gross yield of gold from
the Murchison Goldfields. He asked that
the return, as far as expenditure was con-
cerned, should show the expenditure on
works and railways in separate amounts.

Tee CorovialL Secrerary: The hon.
member would probably be satisfied if the
populations given wére approximate

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE: That woula
satisfy him.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: If the hon. mem-
ber desired eeparate statements of the
amounta expended on worka and railways,
he had better amend his motion to that
effect, as he (Mr._Loton) was afraid the
hon. member would not get what he de-
gsired as the motion now read,

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE said he would
amend his motion by ingerting in sub-
sections Nos. 2 and 4 after the word “rail-
ways” the word “respectively.”

Motion, as amended, put and passed.

MESSAGE: ASSENT TO BILL.
A message was received from His Ex-

cellency the Governor, intimating his
assent to the Supply Bill, £850,000.

PREVENTION OF CRIMES BILL.
On the motion of the Hox. F. M. Sroxs,
read a third time, and transmitted to the
Legislative Assembly.

EARLY CLOSING BILL.
IN  COMMITTEE,

Further consideration of clause 1—
Short title:
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Discussion resumed on the Hon. C. A.
Piesse’s amendment, that the words
“early closing” be omitted and “limitation
of hours of work in shops” inserted in
lieu thereof.

Hown. A. B. KIDSON: If the amend-
ment were passed, the principle of the Bill
would be changed, and the measure practi-
cally killed. Surely it should be possible
to put the Bill in such; & form as to be
acceptable to, at all events, the majority
of the members of the House.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE said that his object
was to defeat the measure. He would be
satisfied with a fixed hour for closing
shops without any of the conditions laid
down in the Bill.

Hon. R. S. HAYNES said he voted
against the second reading of the Bill
purely because he was afraid that it would
interfere with the rights and privileges of
private individuals and the public gener-
ally. Since then, however, he had had an
opportunity of discussing the matter from
both the shopkeepers’ and the shop assis-
tants' point of view. ‘L'he assistants werc
anxious that this Bill should pass, and the
House had always been willing to assist
in preventing persons being worked for
longer hours than were necessary. It was
no use saying that if shop assistants were
dissatisfied with the terms of their employ-
ment they could go elsewhere.  That
argument would apply to all kinds of
Factory Acts ; and it was clear that people
were bound to work whether or not the
conditions were satisfactory to them.
Further, he had consulted his consti-
tuents, and he found that the people of
Geraldton, which formed the principal
part of his province, were almost unani-
mously in favour of the Bill, ag was shown
in the requisition which had Leen sent in
for presentation. He would, therefore,
vote against the amendment.

Hox. E. McLARTY said he stood in a
precisely similar position to that of the
Hon. R. 8. Haynes. The shopkeepers and
merchants of the town of Bunbury, which
wa? the principal town in his (Mr.
McLarty’s) electorate were strongly in
favour of the Bill. In deference to the
wishes of his constituents he could not,
therefore, support the amendment.

[COUNCIL.]

i Commiliee.

Amendment put, and division taken
witn the following result :—

Noes ... ... ... ...........

Majority against

AYEs.
Hon. R. G. Burges
Hon. F.'L. Urowder
Hon 3. J. Haynes

Noes.
Hon. H. Briggs
Hon 1. K. Congdon
Bon. J. W. Hackett

Hon. D. McKay Hon. R. 8. Haynes

Hon, F. Whitcombe! Hon, A. G. Jenkins

Hon. C. A. Piesse Hun. A. B. Kidsun

Taller Hon. W. T Loton

Hun. A. F. Mathesun
Hon. E. McLarty
Hon. B. G. Pargons
Hon. G. Randell

Hon, J. ¥, Richardson

Hun. ¥. M. Stone

Hon. W, 8pencer
Teller

Amendnient thus negatived, and the
clause passed.

Clause 2—Interpretation.:

Hon. C. A. PIESSE moved, asan
amendment, that in sub-clause 1 the words
“by retail” be struck out. The object was
to bring wholesalo houses under the opera-
tion of the measure, the same class of
people being occupied in both branches of
trade.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: The Hon. C. A,
Piesse had already informed the House
that his desire was to kill the Bill, and
members would, therefore, not take very
much notice of the amendwent now pro-
posed. The words “by retail” were in-
serted after a great deal of communication
and consultation with both employers and
enployed, and the conclusion come to was
that it would be inadvisable to include
wholesale houses, as wholesale employers
and employed had made no demand for
such a meagure. There had, however,
been & strong demand cn the part.-of re-
tail traders for this legislation.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER: Unless the
amendment proposed were carried, a. great
deal of susiness now done by retail houses
would go to the wholesale houses. Ships
requiring stores came into Fremantle and
left the port at all hours of the day and
night, and at present these vessels were
supplied from retail shops. If under this
Bill retail shops were debarred from carry-
ing on their husiness in the evening, all
such trading as he had indicated would go
to the whaleanle shops,
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Hox. A. B. KIDSON : The retail dealers
wanted the Bill.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER: If the Hon.
A. B. Kidson could not see far encugh
ahead to protect his constituents, mem-
bers should try to protect those consti-
tuents for him.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: Although whole-
sile ewployers and enplovees did poi
desire a Bill of this kind, it wus only
reasonable and fair that they should be
included, otherwige difficulties would
arise. He suggested that, instead of
wmking out the words “by rctail,” the
words "wholesale or” should be inserted
before the words now proposed to be
struck out. As a matter of fact, most of
the wholzsale houses did close early at
present, and if they did not they cught
to be made to do so.

Hex. A. B. KIDSON : Wholesale housses
were not on all-fours with retail houses.
Very often stemmers leaving at all hours
of the day and night had to carry goods
from wholesale houses.

Hox. F. T. CRowner: And from
houses.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON : But not in the
same  degree, and it wus necessary that
wholesale houses should have liberty to
work soine evenings when the departure
of steamers might demand it. If whole-
snle houses were not allowed to do that,
the Bill would meet with considerable op-
position in another place.

Hox. W.T. LOTON: How was it pro-
posed to discriminate between wholesale
anG retail trade?! Numbers of recognised
retail shops were also employed doing a
certain amount of wholesale business with
the goldfields ‘and the northern and
southern portions of the colony.

Hon, A. B. Emsox: Any trader who
sold by retail came within the Bill

Hox. W. T. LOTON : What did the hon.
member call retail?

Hox. A. B. Kipsox: The hon. member
knew what was meant—people who kept
shops and sold by retadl.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: TIf wholesale
houses were allowed to trade while retail
houses were closed it would be most unjust
to the latter.

Hon. A. P. MATHESOX : If wholesale
houses sold by retail they would certainly
come under this Bill. A wholesale house
would sell a customer a case of tinned

retail
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meats or a case of liquor, and ns such
dealings were considered retail that house
would come under the Bill.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES said that if
the clause were passed in its present
form, or in any form almost, it would
cause preat inconvenience, and do very
little good.  There had been no great
outery for the Bill, which had
worked badly in Victoria and other
places. He himself was dead against
the Bill, and he spoke with a cer-
tain amount of experience guined in his
former days when he was in business.
At that time his hours were from 7.30
a.m. till 6.30 p.m., and on Saturdays till
11 or 12 at night; and four times a year
when in the office he worked 23 hours at
a stretch, Matters in this respect had
greatly improved. He personally knew
that in Albany and in the other colonies
employees were treated liberally. They
had half a holiday every week, and if
they wanted a holiday because of illness,
or for any other purpose, he knew of no
storekeeper who would refuse.

Hox. R. 8. Havxes: Storekeepers
were going to refuse such holidays if this
Bill were not passed.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES:
thought, was a bit of a bogey.

Hox. R, 8. Hayxgs: At any rate the
employers had said so.

Hox. S. J. HAYNES: At any rate
the Bill would work injustice to the
smaller traders. If the retail class only
were dealt with in the Bill it would be
class legialation pure and simple. Such
a Bill, if good for the retailer, was equally
#ood for the wholesale trader.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: The Biil had
been before the retail traders, not once,
but on a dozen occasions, and, knowing
the provisions, they were satisfied to
take the Bill as it was. There need be
no anxiety about the retail traders on
that score.

Hox, E. McLARTY said he would sup-
port the amendment. When the Bill
was introduced, the strong point made by
Mr. Kidson was that it would benefit the
employees ; but if it was necessary to
shorten the hours of retail emnployees,
why was it not equaily necessary for
wholesale employees? To pass the Bill
without the mendment would certainly
be class legislation. His own personal

That, he
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feeling was against the Bill, but in defer-
ence to his constituents he intended to
support it. Without the amendment the
Bill would throw the business to a great
extent into the hands of wholesale
traders, and it would, moreover, be difhi-

[COUNCIL.)

cult to define retajl trading as dis-

tinguished from wholesale trading.

Hon, F. T. CROWDER: Why should |

the Hon. A. B. Kidson object to the whole-
sale trader being embraced in the Bill!
The petition which Mr. Kidson presented
to the Houss in favour of the Bill bore
680 signatures, out of which 70 were the
names of shopkeepers and storekeepers,
and of these latter, 50 were in the whole-
sale trade, Then, the requisition from
Geraldton bore 25 signatures, amongst
which were represented all the wholesale
houses in that town. Did the Hon. A.
B. Kidson want to give the power to the
wholesale houses to ruin the retail
houses?

Hon. C. A, PIESSE asked permission
to withdraw his amendment in favour of
that suggested by the Hon. W. T. Loton.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon. W. T. LOTON moved that after
the word “by” in line 3, the words
“wholesale or” be inserted.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES expressed the hope
that the Hon. A. B. Kidson would not
press for a division on this amendment,
which would not impair the good pro-
visions of the Bill. Life was made up of
compromises, and if the hon. member
would give way iu this instance, members
might be prepared to meet him upon
other occasions.

Amendment put and passed.

Ho~. C. A. PIESSE: Was it not pos-
sible to have a store on a boat at the
water’s edge. He moved, as an amend-
ment, that the words “and boat” be 1n-
serted after “vessel,’ in sub-clause 1.

Pet and passed. and the clause as
nmended agreed to.

Clause 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—Appointment and removal
of inspectors:

Hown. C. A. PIESSE: Had the hon,
metnber in charge of the Bill any idea
as to what extent the country would be
taxed for the upkeep of the staff of in-
spectors 1 ,

Hox. A. B. KIDSON : There would be

tn Commitiee.

vernment would appoint a sergeant of
police or a constable to do this work.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER: In that cass
be would suggest that the words “who
shall be a policeman” be inserted after
* inspector.”

Clause put and passed.

Clause 5—Act to be in operation only
in proclaimed districta:

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES woved as an
wpepdment, that after ™ metropolitan”
the word “Geraldion” be inserted.

Hox. A. B. EIDSON said he accepted
thke amendment.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: As one of the re-
presentatives of the Central Province, in
which part of the country Geraldton was
situated, he had no authority to vote one
way or the cther, and he was not aware
whether the wholesale and retail people
of Geraldion nod any feelings whatever
in regard to the Bill

Hox. F. T. CROWDER said he was de-
girous of striking out clause 5 altogether.
The alteration which had been proposed
¢ould be made in olause 6.

Hox. A. B. Eipson: The amendment
would have to ba made in clause 5 first,

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE said as a repre-
sentative of the Central Province he had
received no intimation from the people
of Geraldton that they wished to be in-
¢cluded in the Bill. He left Geraldton
last night at a quarter pest nine, and
it was well known that he was in Gerald-
ton on Monday, and he was sure that
if there had beem any ardent desire on
the part of the shopkeepers of Geraldton
to come under the provisions of the bill,
he would have beem asked to assist in
passing this amendment, He must ob-
ject to the word being inserted.

Hox. R. S. HAYNES: If the Hon. F.
Whitcombe had taken the trouble to as-
certnin the wishes of the people of Ger-
aldton as he (Mr. Hoynes) had done, he
(Mr. Whitcombe) would have found out
their wishes. He (Mr. Haynes) had sub-
mitted this Bill to the Chamber of Com-
merce at Geraldton, and that body eaid
that as there was a division of opinion
among the people, the chamber would
not express any opinion in regard to the
Bill, but the chamber did not oppose it.

Hox. F. Warrcousn: The members of
the chamber signed a petition against

no cost whatever, as no doubt the Gov- | the Bill
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Hon. R. S. HAYNES said he had a
petition signed by the mayor and coun-
cil of Geraldton, the leading storekeepers
and 138 ratepayers in favour of the
measure,

How. F. WaircoMBe: Some of the
names had been struck out.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: The name of
Mr. Atexander was on the petition one
day, and it was struck out the next.
Burns, Philp, and Co.—and he knew the
connection between Burns, Philp, and
Co. and Mr. Alexander; one was the
mentor of the other—was also struck
out, Wainwright and Co., Smith and
Davis, J. M. Ferguson and Co., Ltd,, A.
Cohen—-—

Hon. F. T. CrowpEr: Was the hon.
member in order in reading the petition.

Hon. R. S. HAYNES said his word
had been challenged, and he was only
setting himself right. He was not rend-
ing the petition at all. e had stated
that he had a petition from the resi-
dents of Geraldton in favour of the Bill.
He said azain the mayor and councillors
had signed the petition.

How, F. WarrcoMBE: Not as such.

Hov. R. 8. HAYNES: Nearly all the
leading storekeepers had signed the pe-
tition. There was a petition against
the measure—it was only a memoran-
dum. Undoubtedly a vnst majority of
the people of Geraldton were in favour
of the measure. That was his view of the
matter, and if he wa= wrong. then he was
not able to count the numbers on the
petition. He had to vote one way or
the other. He represented his comstitu-
ents, and he would vote for the ingertion
of the word “Geraldton.” If he had
.done wrong he would take the conse-
sequences.

Amendment put and passed.

Hox. H. G. PARSONS moved, as a
further amendment, that after “Kal-
goorlie” the words “and Boulder” be in-
serted. Opinion at the Boulder was in
favour of the shopkeepers coming under
the provisions of the Bill, and after con-
sultation with the mayor of Boulder
he asked the Committee to insert the
word.

How. W. T. LOTON asked whether
the hon. member had received any ex-
pression of opinion from the people of
Boulder? Hon. members were now
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placed in rather a funny position. The
Bill was introduced to deal with four
towns, and now members were extending
the measure to other places. Unless hon.
members had some definite information,
they had no right to insert other téwns
which would come under the operation
of the Bill. He was not speaking in
oppoeition to the amendment.

Hox. H. G. PARSONS: This matter
had been submitted to the mayor and
councillors of Boulder in two letters,
one of which he had sent himeelf, and as
h2 (Mr. Parsons) was leaving Boulder
yesterday, he met the mayor with one of
his councillors, and the mayor said that
ths ecouncil was in favour of the town
coming under the operations of the Bill,
but that there had not been time to send
an snswer to his (Mr. Parsons’) letter.
It was only equitable that the town
which adjoined Kalgoorlie should be in-
cluded within the provisions of the mea-
sure.

Hox. C. A. PIESSE: Hon. members
were going rather hastily in bringing
places under the operations of this mea-
sure oo the off chance, or on the repre-
gentation of one or two residents. It
was rather a venturesome proceeding,
and he thought the Committee was going
a little too far.

Amendment put and paseed.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE said he would
move that clause 5 be struck out.

Tne CHAIRMAN: It was not meces
sary for the hon. member to propose
that. He could vote against the clause
when it was put.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE said he wished
to give his reasons for the rejection of
the clause. It gave the Governor-in-
Couneil power from timeto time to extend
the operation of the Act to districts, not
necessarily municipalities, but districts
throughout the colony; the districts to
be formed at the instance of His Excal-
lency’s advisers, witheut reference to this
House of Parliament. That was a power
that ought never to be conferred on the
Governor-in-Council. He was against
giving to the Governor-in-Council powers
that belonged to Parliament only.

Hoxn. A. B. KIDSON: The clause put
difficulties in the way of a town, or muni-
cipality, or district which desired that
the provisions of the Bill should apply to
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it, by compelling it to wait until Parlia-
ment met again.  The Governor-in-
Council was not going to apply the pro-
visions of the Bill to any district or
municipality unless public opinion was
in favour of it.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER: The clause
ghould be struck out. In regard to the
amendments made to include the Boulder
and Geraldton, the striking out of the
clause would not affect them in the
slightest, because those towns could be
added to clause 6. His objection to
clavse & was in giving the Governor-in-
Council power to proclaim further dis-
tricts.  The Bill laid down that shops
should open beiween 7 o'clock in the
morning and six o'clock in the even-
ing, but this clause gave the Governor-in-
Council power to proclaim fresh districts
and to allow shops in those new districts
to keep open from 6 o'clock in the morn-
ing until 7.30 in the evening. The Bill
hefure us should only deal with the
four places named, and the other two
places which desired to come in. If
other districts desired to come under this
Bill, a new Bill should be brought in.

How. 8. J. HAYNES: The district he
represented did not want the Bill at any
price. There had been uo objection to
thy hours at present kept by shopkeepers
in Albany either, by the employer or the
enployees, and he hoved to see this clause
struck out. If the people of Fremantle,
Kalgoerlie, Coolgardie, Geraldton, and
Boulder desired this Bill, let them try
it and they would soon bhe sick of it. The
people in the district he represented pro-
tested against the Bill, and they did not
wani the Governor subsequently to in-
clude them within the provisions of the
meagure.

Hox. F. M. STONE : The House should
1nos throw out the clause. The Hon. F.
T. Crowder, in speaking on the second
reading of the Bill, pointed out that in
Adelaide the trade had been sent to the
suburbs bv early closine in the city. Such
a clause as the one before the Committee
would prevent a similar occurrence here.
If the clause were not inserted, trade
might go, say, to Leederville, and if it
went to Leederville the Governor could
bring that suburb under the provisions of
the Bill.

[COUNCIL.]
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Hox. W, T. LOTON: In the event of
any other district being brought under
the operatiens of the Bill, it would necessi-
tale all the shops in the new district
closing at half-past seven every day of the
week, and pot later.  The shopkeepers
could have no Saturday night, as provided
in regard to other places. He did not
know whether the hon. member in charge
of the Bill desired it to pass in that form,
but he was inclined to think it would be
belter and wiser to legislate in the Bill
for the particular towns that desired it,
ane if other towns wished legislation of
the same kind, Parlinment could pass a
Tiil to include the towns that desired to
he brought under the provisione of the
Bill when it met again.

‘I'ne COLONIAL SKECRETARY: The
clause was a useful one: and it was nat
necessary to bring a sledge hammer into
farce every time one wanted to crack a
nut. We did not want an Act of Parlia-
ment passed every time a town wished to
he brought under the provisions of the
Biil. The Governor would be petitioned
by the peovle of the district to be brought
under the operations of the Bill, and no
doubt the petition of those people would
specify at what hours they desired the
shops should open and close. The Gov-
ernor was enabled to make regulations to
do other things as otcasion arose. He
hiped hon. members would not vote for
expunging the clause, as he was certain
th: powers would be exercised with proper
discretion,

Hox. E. MeLLARTY: The clause was
useful, and we need not pass a Bill every
time it wag desired that a town should he
weught under the operations of the Bitl.
1t would he hetter to have a provigion by
which permle in a town could petition the
t;overnor-in-Council to extend the provi-
wiong of the measure to that town. It was
noi necessary that every trifling thing
should be discussed in Parliament every
gespion.  Some  anmendment should Dbe
made in regard to the provision pointed
ouat hy the Hon. C. A. Piesse, that a shop
cculd not onen after half-past seven.

Houx. F. M. STONE said the objection
of Mr, Loton wns a proper one. and he
moved as nn amendment that after the
word * week 7 the following words be in
s rted, ““ excepting nn the day of the weck
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on which a half-holidey is proclaimed and
Saturdey evening.”

Tre PRESIDENT : The question that
the clause as amended stand part of the
Bill had already been put, and this amend-
mert could be roposed only on recom-
mittal.

How. J. W. HACKETT: The clause
would require some re-drafting. At pre
sent it would prevent any places outside
the four districts mentiened from coming
under the Bill.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clause 6—And to be in operation in the
metropolitan district on 1st 189

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE moved, as an
amendment, that in the first line the word
“only” be inserted between the words
“shall” and “come.” The object of the
amendment, he said, was to confine the
Bill to the districts named in the clause.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES moved, as an
amendment, that in line 3 after the word
“ metropolitan ” the word “ Geraldton” be
ingerted.

Put and passed.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY pointed
out that Ealgoorlie took precedence of
Coolgardie in this clause in the naming
of districts, and he suggested that the
words should be transposed.

Hox. H G. PARSONS moved, as a
further amendment, that the words “Kal-
goorlie and Coolgardie” be struck out, and
the words “Geraldton, Coolgardie, Kal-
gcorlie, and the Boulder,” inserted in lieu
thereof.

Put and passed.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON moved, as an
amendment, that the blank in the clause
be filled up by providing that the Bill
come into operation on 1st Janunary, 1899.

Put and passed.

Hon. A. B. KIDSON moved, as a
further amendment, that in the first para-
graph, line 2, the words “respective
municipalites of Perth and Fremantle” be
struck out, and the words “municipality
of Perth and municipalit- of Fremantle”
be inserted in lieu thereof. That made it
clear that the sub-clause only applied to
those two municipalities.

Put and passed.

Hoxn. R. S. HAYNES moved that the
following new paragraph be added to the
clauge :—"“The Geraldton district ‘b-
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cludes and is comprised within the boun-
dories, for the time being, of the muni-
cipality of Geraldton.”

Put and passed.

Hox. H. G. PARSON. moved that the
following new paragraph be added to Lhe
clause : —“The Boulder district includes
and is comprised within the boundaries,
for the time being, of the municipality of
the Boulder.”

Put and passed, and ihe clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 7—All shops to be closed at 6
p-m. ; substituted half-holiday allowed:

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES moved as an
umendment, that the words “Kalgoorlie
and Coolgardie” be struck out, and the
words “Geraldton, Coolgardie, Kalgoor-
lic and the Boulder” inserted in liem
thereof.

Put and passed.

How. J. E. RICHARDSON moved as a
further amendment, that in line three the
word “six " be struck out and the word
“eight ” ingerted in lieu thereof. This
would be a sort of compromise, the clause
ag it steod being very hard on some of
the smaller shopkeepers who employed no
labour.

Ho~. A. B. KIDSON: The amendment
would practically do awny with the Bill at
one fell swoop, and that, he took it, waa
not the intention of the hon. member

Hox. C..A. PIESSE: According to this
clause, the Governor could define bounda-

ries at his will within which the shop
hours should be not earlier than
€ in the morning nor later than

7.30 in the evening. It would have
heen better if the Hon. J. E. Richard-
son had made the hour 7 ¢’clock, which
would be half an hour earlier than in any
of the districts not defined.

Hox. A. B. Kipsox: The time was ex-
tended in country places to 7.30 p.m.

How. C. A. PIESSE : But that was un-
conditional. Where would shop em-
ployees be able to go to make purchases
for themselves?

Amendment pui and negatived.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON moved as a further
amendment, that in the third lice the
word "eight."’ be struck out, and the
word “seven” be inserted in lieu thereof.
He was informed that 8 o’clock was too
late an hour in the morning at whick to
open.
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How. A. P. MATHESON: Where was
the advantage of limiting the hours of
opening in the morning? By clause 9 a
number of shops were excluded from the
operations of the Bill, and the hon, mem-
ber in charge of the measure desired to
add other businesses. There would be very
few shops to which the later hour would
apply.

Hox. C. A. PIESSE supported the
seven o'clock amendment. It was neces-
sary to prepare shops for the business of
the day, and this would necessitate
gome one going to the shop to tady it up.

Tue COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member should think over the
alteration which it was proposed to make
in the Bill Persons serving in shops
would require to have their breakfasts
in time to be at the shop before seven
o'clock, and they would have to go from
seven o’clock until twelve without a meal.
Not many shops opened before 8 o’clock.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hown. C. A. PIESSE: The latter por-
tion of the clause provided that “any
shopkeeper whose shop shall be closed
on a half-holiday proclaimed under the
provisions of this Act may keep his shop
open on Saturday evenings up to the hour
of ten o'clock.” There was no necessity
for this nortion of the clause, and he
muved that it be struck out.

Hox. R. G. BURGES: In some places
the half-holiday might be given on a
Saturday, and yet this Bill would compel
a shopkeeper to open on- Saturday night.
In the town of York the half-holiday was
given on a Saturday, but this Bill would
not allow the people to have a half-holi-
day on a Saturday.

Hox, A. B. Kipsox: After the clause
had been passed, he would endeavour to
meet the views of the hon. members,

Put and negntived, and the clause, as
previously amended, agreed to.

Clause 8 —Every shop shall be closed
for one half-holiday per week:

Hox. F. T. CROWDER moved, as an
amendment, that after the word "shop”
in line ! the words “employing nssist-
antr” be inserted.  According to the
Bill there were shops where no assistants
could be employed after six o’clock, but
the shop could be kept open. He asked
why the shops where no assistants were
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employed should be compelled to close.
The Bill was going too far altogether.

Put and negatived.

Hox. K. S. HAYNES eaid this clause
provided that every shop should be closed
for a half-holiday at least one day a week.
Hz suggested that there be added the
words "excepting any week on which a
public holiday is proclaimed.” Was it
necessary for assistants to have a hali-
holiday as well as a public holiday in one
week? At present he believed the rules
of the Early Closing Association were
that shops should not close for a half-
holiday on & Wednesday when there was
a public holiday in the week. Supposing
Saturday was a holiday, the shops would
not be allowed to open on Friday night
according to the Bill

Hox. A. B. Kipsox zaid he would pro-
vide for that.

Hox. R. S. HAYNES moved, as an
amendment, that after “week” in line two
the words “excepting any week during
which a public holiday intervenes” be in-
serted. .

Hox. A. B. RIDSON: The question
raised was unimportant, and he was in-
clined to accept the amendment.

At 6.30 p.m. the Cramrman left the
chair.

At 7.30 the CrmamrMan resumed the
chair.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause a8 amended agreed to.

Clause 9—Pensalty for keeping shop as-
sistants after hours:

Howv. A. B. KIDSON moved as an.
ameadment, that in lme 9, after the
word “butcher’s” the words “green-
grocer’s, fruiterer’s” be inserted.

Put and passed.

Hox. C. A. PIESSE suggested that
after the words “eight o’clock in the morn-
ing,” at the end of the first paragraph of
the clause, the words “but not before the
hour of six o’clock” be inserted. Unless
such a provigo were put in, it would mean
that these men could he employed at all
hours.

Hown. A. B. EIDSON: From the nature
of the trades in question, the proviso was
not practicable.
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Hox. F. WHITCOMBE moved, as a
further amendment, that the following
words be added to the clause: “Provided
tha: the days whereon such extra time is
intended to be employed shall be speci-
fied by the shopkeeper within 30 days
after the coming into operation of this
Act.” The clause provided that the as-
sistants could be employed after closing
hours for a period not exceeding three
hours of any day, and on not wmore than
24 days in any one year. The days on
which such extra labour would he re
quired must be well known to the shop-
keeper, who could easily specify them.

Hon, A. B. KIDSON: The majority
of members seemed to be in favour of the
Bilt ; but if they agreed to this amend-
ment, the measure would be killed
straight off. The object of allowing this
extra time was to enable shopkeepers,
merchants, and others, to take stock and
go forth, and the times for doing that were
alwaya changing.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: There was no-
thing in the clause to prevent an em-
ployer working his assistants on the whole
of the 24 days at once. It would be better
to kill the Bill than kill assistants.

Hon. A. B. KIDSON: Different mer-
chants had different days on which they
took stock, and it would be impossible
to specify thé davs on which this extra
labour would he required.

How. W. T. LOTON: In case of stock-
taking, more than three hours extra on
each day would be required. He himself
had thought the clause was intended to
give time to complete special orders at
various busy times during the year.

.Hown. A. B. Kipson: That was all in-
cluded.

Hon. W. T. LOTON: The clause only
showed the delay, trouble, and difficulty
there would be for tradesmen working
under the Bill. He was glad that clause
5 had been passed, because it gave people
an opportunity, when they had been
working under these difficulties in cer-
tain districts, and were pgetting sick of
the ecarly closing law, to apply to be re-
[ieved from the provisions of the Bill.

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE: Stocktaking
wag carried on and balance-sheets were
taxen at regular intervals, and it was for
these purposes the extra hours were re-
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quired. It would be the simplest thing
in the world to specify the days on which
the extra labour would be required.

Hon. A. B. Empsox: What was the ob-
ject of the amendment?

Hon, F. WHITCOMBE: The object
was to prevent traders working their
hands extra hours for 24 consecutive
days, and then perhaps discharging the
employees and taking others on.

How, R, S. HAYNES: If the amend-
ment were passed, how would the Bill
apply to persons who commenced busi-
ness, aay, two years after the Bill came
into operation?  Surely storekeepers
were not such ogres as to want to kill
their assistants.

How. F. T. CrowpEr: Employers would
be forced to do something if the Bill
passed.

Howx. R. 8. HAYNES: Storekeepers
were business men who treated their em-
ployees properly. It would be absurd
to say that people always took stock on
certain days.  Stocktaking might be
required At any time for such a purpose
as, say, raising an advance.

Hon. . WHITCOMBE: Under the
clause as it stood, a man employing 15
assistants could work ore of them each
day three hours extra.

How. R. S. Haywes:
for the gas.

Amendment put and negatived, and
the clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 10—Penalty for keeping shop
open after prohibited hour:

Hon. C. A. PIESSE moved as an
amendment that in line 4 the word
“twenty” be omitted, and the word “five”
ingserted in lieu thereof.  This would
make the maximum penalty £5 instead
of £25.

Hon, R. 8. HAYNES: The clause had
better be left as drafted. A trader might
have a busy night, and keep open 1n spite
of the £5 penalty. If laws were passed
pecple should respect them.

Hown. F. T. Crowper: What about the
Betting Act?

How. R. S. HAYNES: There were too
many people who indulged in betting.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hox. R. 5. HAYNES: It was pro-
vided thet on the days preceding Christ-
mas Day, Easter Day, and Good Friday
respectively, all shops might be kept open

It would not pay
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to ten o'clock in the evening. If that
were 80, when a public holiday occurred
on & Saturday, shops ought to be allowed
to be kept open until ten o'clock in the
evening on the Friday.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE moved, as a
further amendment, that in line 6 the
word “week” be inserted before “days.”

Put and passed.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES suggested that
after "respectively” the words “and on
every Friday preceding a Saturdny being
a public holiday” be inserted.

Hon. F. M. STONE moved, as a fur-
ther amendment, that after “Good Fri-
day” the words “and a public holiday
which falls on a Saturday” be inserted.

Put and passed.

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE moved, as a
further amendment, that in line 8 the
words “ten o'clock” be struck out and
“midnight” inserted. '

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES : Being in a shop
at eleven o’clock one Saturday night, he
saw the assistants working like elaves
rather than human beings. He had seen
navvies at work, but he had not eeen
them working as those assistants did,
and that sight was one of the things
which caused him to turn in favour of
the Bill.

Amendment put and negatived, and
the clause as previously amended agreed
to.

Clause 11—agreed to.

Clause 12—Shop assistante in ex-
empted shops and employees in hotel
bars to be allowed a half-holiday in each
week :

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE moved, as an
amendment, that the words “in shops
and hotels mentioned in the schedule
hereto, and in all wholesale commission
agents’ places of business” be struck out.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: This was an-
other attempt to injure the Bill; and if
thiz amendment were carried the clause
would apply to all clerks throughout the
colony, and that was not desired. The
Bill was desired to apply to all wholesale
end retail shops, and he was =zure hon.
members did not wish to go beyond that.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: Was thie clause
intended to give barmaids any relief, he-

[COUNCIL.]

in Commitiee,

cause he did not see that they were pro-
tected by the Bill at all?

How, R. 8. HAYNES: The Bill would
not include barmaids.

TPut and negatived.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES moved, as an
amendment, that at the end of the clausc
there be added the words, “except in any
week during which a public holiday inter-
venes,”

Put and passed.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES said he did not
like the words “shall not arrange for
every shop nasistant.” “Shall not grant
to” would be better. He moved, as an
amendment, that in line 2, after “ar-
ranes for,” the words “or grant to” be in-
serted, and in line 3 the words “to take”
be struck out.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clouse as amended agreed to.

Clause 13—agreed to.

Clause 14—Powers of inspector:

Hox. F. H. PIESSE moved, as an
amendment, that the first sub-clause be
struck out. It was one of the most ob-
jectionable provisions of the Bill.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 15 and 16—agreed to.

Clause 17—Record of trading name
and hours of work and meals to be kept:

Hox. F. H. PIESSE: There were many
objectionable features in the clause, and
it was not necessary that such a provision
should be in the measure. He moved,
as an amendment, that the clause be
struck out.

Tus CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
could vote against the clause when it was
put.

Hox. . WHITCOMBE moved, ag an
amendment, that in line 5 after “hours”
the words “to be” be inserted.

Put and passed.

Question—that the clause as amended
stand part of the Bill—put, and a divi-
sion taken with the following result:—

Ayes ... 10
Noes .. 9
Majority for ... ... 1~
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Noes.

Hon R. G, Burges
Hon. F. T Crowder
Hon. 8..J. Haynes
Hen. W, T. Loton
Hon. D, McEKay
Hon. C. A, Fiesse
Hou. 1. E. Richardson
Hon. F. Whitrombe
Hon. E. McLarty
(Teller}

Ayes.

Hon. H. Briggs

Hon, D. K. Congdon

Hon. J. W. Hackett |

Hon. R. 8. Haynes

Hon, A. P. Matheson

Hon. H. G. Parsons

Hon. G. Randell

Hon. W, Spencer

Hon. F. M. Sione

Hon. A. B. Kidson

{Teller)

Clause as amended thus passed.

Claugse 18—Penalty for false declara-
tion::

Hox. F. H. PIESSE: The tendency of
legislation was that punishment for false
declaration should be imprisonment. It
was almost the same ng o false oath, and
yet there was o fine provided for a false
declaration in the Billk

How. F. T. CrowpEr: Make it five
years instead of five pounds.

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE moved, as an
amendment, that in lines 2 and 3 the
words “or any false reply to any queation
made to him hy the inaspector and” he
struck out.

Put and passed, and the clauge as
amended agreed to.

Clauge 19—Limitation of hours in re-
spect of hairdresser’s business

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE: Why should
this clags of employee be placed in a
worse position than any other class? He
wes opposed to the clause as it stood.

How. A. B. KIDSON hoped hon. mem-
bers would not vote against the clause.

Hox. R. S. HAYNES moved, as an
amendment, that after “Friday” in line
9, the words “and a public holiday which
falls on a Saturday” be inserted.

Put and passed.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER : The Bill com-
pelled shopkeepers to close at six o'clock,
and to get rid of their employees at that
hour. This clause compelled barbers
and hairdressers to close their shops at
7.30, and get rid of their employees at
that time; but the shopkeepers them-
selves could go on working until all
hours of the night. This was class legis-
lation, but he was not going to oppose the
Bill further. He would let it go through
and allow people to have a taste of the
measure.

Clause ns amended agreed to.
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Clauge 20—Tobacconists must be li-
censed :

Hox. A. B. KIDSON said he wished to
withdraw this clause.

Clause put and negatived.

Clause 21—Agent liable for offences:

Hox. C. A, PIESSE asked what the
meaning of this clause was? Did it mean
that shopkeepers and agents should both
be fined the same penalty?

Hox. A. B. KIDSON said the Hon. F.
Whiteombe had an smendment which he
thought would meet the case.

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE moved, az an
amendment, in line 4, that the word
“also” be struck out.

Put and passed.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE moved, as a
further amendment, that in line 3 “addi-
tions t0” be struck out, and “lieu of” be
inserted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE moved, as a
further amendment, that the following
proviso be added to the clause: “Provided
that no proceedings be taken against the
shonkeeper or other person as well as
against the agent, servant, workman, or
other person in respect of the same of-
fence.”

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 22—I.egal procedure :

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES moved that in
sub-clause 1 the words “and F” he
struck out. Members were intro-
ducing a clause which was most
objectionable and obnoxious in all
Acts passed in this colony—that was a
clause repealing the writ of certzorari
which was the only possible remedy
agninst an improper order by a justice.

Put and passed.

Hox. C. A. PIESSE moved that sub-
clruse 5 be struck out. It was wrong to
throw upon the defendant the onus of
proving that a shop assistant was not
of the age alleged by the informant.

Put end passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 23—agreed to.

Clause 24—Repulations:

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE moved, as an
amendment, that the following words be
acded to the clause: “Provided that such
regulations shall not be published in the
Gazette until after they have been laid
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upon the table of both Houses of Parlia-
ment in session for 21 days without
having been “wpended.” The clause as
drawn would“ygermit regulations to he
made, which would have practically the
effect of an Act without reference to either
of the Houses of Parliament. That wasa
most unwise course to follow.

Hon. R. S. HAYNES gaid he understoord
that the Hon. A. I3. Kidson was going to
itroduce a new clauge limiting the cpera
tion of thig Bill to a certain time, If that
were 80, the amendment now moved
would wnullify the measure altogether.
The regulations could not he made until
after the lst of January, nnd Parliament
had in the past met as late as August
or September. This would reduce the
Bill to a farce. The Governor and his
responsible advisers must be given credit
for doing their duty ; and if they did not
do their duty, then it would be time for
Parliament, to mnke a move. During all
bis experience in Parliament he had
never known once of regulations being

. altered.

Hon. A. P. MaTHEsON:
pity.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES said he wanted
to show that laying the regulations on
the table was a farce, and that the object
the Hon. F. Whitcome had in view
would net be gained by that means.

Hox. A, P. MATHESON said he
agreed to a great extent with Mr.
Whitcombe, but the latter went a
little too far. It was desirable that re-
gulations, when made, should be ga-
zetted, and the usual paragraph to such
& clause as this provided that the regula-
tions “shall have the force of law umless
repealed na aforesaid, or disallowed by
both Houses of Parlinment.” That gave
an opportunity of revising the regula-
tions, and if the Hon. F. Whitcombe's
amendment were rejected, he (Mr, Mathe
gon) would move an addition to the same
effect as he had read. The Houseshould
maintain every one of its vrivileges.

Ho¥. R. 8. Haywves: The House hed
never exercised this privilege.

Hox. A, P. MATHESON: That was
much to be regreited. He remembered
himself once suggesting that regulations
should be revised, but he was met with the
objection that ns the Governor-in-Council

More’'s the
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had approved of the regulations, it was
not seemly to alter them.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE: There was no
need to give up the power of Parliament
to the Governor-in-Council or anybody
else, The advizers of the Governor took
care that regulations were not ready until
after Parliament had risen. The Bill was
too radical, and it was an outrageto ask
thie House to pass a measure of the kind.
The regulations under such a Bill should
be laid before members prior te coming
into force.

Hox. J. W, Hackerr: That would make
a gecond Act of Parliament.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE: It would be
better for the Houee to make a second Act
of Parliament than for any Governor to
do so.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: The amendment
would practically make the Bill inopera-
tive, The suggested amendment of Mr.
Matheson was, however, a usual one, and
would, no doubt, be acceptable to mem-
bers.

Honw, R. 8. HAYNES: The Acts
Shortening Ordinance Amendment Bill
had reached a more advanced etage than
thepresent Bill, and it contained the pro-
vigion desired by the Hon. A. P. Matheson,
only more fully and completely. Neither
the amendment of the Hon. F. Whit-
combe’s nor the suggested amendment by
the Hon. A. P. Matheson was necessary
in view of the Acts Shortening Ordinance
Bill, which in all probability would pass.

Amendment {Hon. F. Whitcombe's) put
and negatived,

Hox. A. P. MATHESON moved, as an
amendment, that the following words be
added to the clause, “unless repealed as
aforesaid, or disallowed by both Houses of
Parliament.”

Hown. R. 8. HAYNES: The amendment
was not necessary, and was not as full as
the provision in the Acts Shortening
Ordinance Bill.  Prosecutions had failed
under the Dental Act regulations, but the
Acts Shortening Ordinance Bill made
ample provision for such cases in the
future. If the amendment were carried
it would imply that it was not desired that
the Acts Shortening Ordinance Bill should
apply. Every Act that had been passed
contained such & clause as this.

Put and negatived, and the clause
passed.
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New Clause:

Hox. H. BRIGGS moved that the fol-
lowing be added, to atand as clause 25:

Notwithstanding the provisions of this Act,
any member of the Jewish persuasion who
shall close his shop from 6 p.m, on every
Friday to 6 p.m. on the following day shall
be entitled to keep his shop open beyond the
time fixed for closing of other shops, as fol-
lows:-On Saturday in each week, one hour;
on Monda{, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs
day, two hours.
He had been requested by members of
the Jewish community to place this pro-
vision before bhon. members, The pious
Jew, by the laws of his religion, had to
close his shop during some of the best
hours of the week, and, as an act of
justice, it was only fair that the Jewish
shopkeeper should be allowed to make
up those hours during the week A
Jew's shop was closed for nine hours, and
these nine hours should be distributed
over the other days of the week.

How. J. W. Hackerr: Supposing each
shop had a couple of Jews in it?

Hox. H. BRIGGS said he was speak-
ing of the proprietor of the shop being
a Jew.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES said he was very
much impressed with what the Hon. H.
Briggs had said, but he saw no way by
which we could remedy the present
state of effairs. According to the Bill,
they were holding out to the Jew a
premium to break the laws of his re-
ligion, and the principle of the Govern-
ment was that all religions should be
tolerated under the British flag. In de-
siring to give this concession to the Jews,
hez was met with another objection that
it we allowed this concession to the
Jews, we would also have to allow a
sfmilar concession to the Mahometans,
whose religious day was Friday. Then
there was another important point: The
Roman Catholics, on certain days of the
year, were supposed to close their ghops
—he did not think they did, but they
were supposed to—and some provision
would have to be made for them. The
balance of convenience was against the
clause He had thought the matter
carefully over, but he found that the bal-
ance of convenience was against allow-
ing the Jews an extra hour and a half on
cach day of the week.

[9 Avcust, 1898.]
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Hon. A. B. KIDSON said he fell in
with the remarks of the Hom. R. S.
Hoynes, but he would point out that the
new clange which was proposed was un-
workable. There was ne pemalty if o
Jew did not close his shop on Friday
evening and Saturday.

Hon. R. 8. Havnes: The Bill would
apply to him if be did not close on the
Friday evening and Saturday.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: There would
have to be an inspector in front of every
Jew’s shop to see that he did close. As
the Hon. J, W. Hackett had pointed our,
the word “shopkeeper ” had not been in-
serted in the clause. It simply said that
“any member of the Jewish persuasion
who shall close his shop. The clause,
if passed, would lead to a lot of compli-
cations.

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE supported the
proposed new clause. If a man's re
ligion was going to stop him from com-
plying with the provisons of the Bill, then
he should be given extra time to keep
open, so that he could close his shon dur-
ing the time that his religion would not
allow him to work.

Question put, and division taken, with
the following result:——

Alyes .. 8
Noes e .- oo 11
Majority against e 3
Ayes. Noes.,
Hon. H. Briggs Hon. E. McLarty

Hon. R. G. Burges
Hon. F. T. Crowder
Hon. DI. McEKay
Hon. H. G. Parsons
Hon. J. E, Richardson!
Hon. F. Whitcombe
Hon. 8. J. Haynes
{Leller)

Hon. A. P. Matheson
Hon. W. T, Loton
Hon. R. 8. Haynes
Hon. J. W. Hacl.ett
Heon. D, K. Congdon
Hon. C. A. Piesse
Hon. G. Randell
Hon. W, Bpencer
Hon. F. M. Stone
Hon. A. B. Kidzon
(Teller)

New elause thus negatived.
New Clause: .

Hown. A. B. KIDSON moved that the
following new clause, to follow clause 21,
be inserted in the Bill : —"*This Act shall
remain and be in force for a period of
two years from the first day of Novem-
ber, 1898.”

Hox. R, 8. HAYNES: The object in
making this a temporary measure was
tc get an expression of opinion from the
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vountry before making the law perma-
nent. In all prebability there would
not be a general election wilhin two
years, and it would be & mistake to allow
the Bill to lapse, and be temporarily
enacted in the following session Al
though the Hon. A. B. Kidson had met
members in making the period two years,
it would perhaps be better to adhere to
that gentleman's original notice of
motion, and make it three years.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER : Members had
supported this Bill on the distinet un-
derstanding that it would be made a fem-
porary measure for two years, and it
would be most unfair now to make the
period three years. .

Hox. A. B. Kipson : The original notice
of motion was three years.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: Clause
5 provided that any community who came
under the Bill could have the measure
altered by taking & certoin course. That
was sufficient protection, and two years
was too short a period for this Bill to re-
wmain in operation.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE: Clause 5 did
not refer to districts made underthe Act,
but only te districts proclaimed .y the
Governor.

Hox. A. B. Kinson: Then that sup-
ported the arguments of those who advo-
cated three years.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE: Not at all. If
that were so, the less term the better.
He himself would rather not see the Bill
come into operation at all.

Hon. H. G. PARSONS appealed to the
Hon. A. B. Kidson to keep the period two
years. There was a atrong feeling in
many parts of the country that the very
storekeepers who were pressing chiefly
for the Bill might find themselves to have
been mistaken.

Hon. A, B. KIDSON asked leave to
ammend the proposed new clause, by mak-
ing the operation of the Bill extend over
three years.

Proposed new clause, by
amended accordingly.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER moved, as an
amendment in the proposed new clause,
that the word “three” be struck out and
“two” inserted in lieu thereof.

Hoxn. C. A. PIESSE eaid he was as-

leave,

tonished at the Hon. A. B. Kidson, who !
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had promised faithfully to limit the opera-
tion of the Bill to two years.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : Parlia-
ment would not be sitting in January,
when this Act would cease to operate, and
it was not likely there would be an expres-
sion of opinion through a general election
until after that time. Three years, how-
ever, would give an opportunity for the
matter to be laid before the whole of the
colony. Legislation on social lines was a
new departure to some extent in this
colony, and it ought to be given a rea-
somable trial.

Hov. R. 8. HAYNES gaid he himself
had first of all suggested two years, but
he had found that in that time there could
not be a proper expression of public
opinion such ag only could be obtained by
a general election. For this reason he
now considered three years would be a
better period. Many hours had been spent
in discussing this matter, and the House
had been fairly met by the Hon. A. B.
Kidson.

Hon. F. T. CROWDER:How did an
expression of public opinion affect the
Lekislative Council, the members of
which did not retire in two or three years?
The Hon. R. 8. Haynes was misleading the
House when he said that an expression
of opinion from the people of the country
would affect the Council in any shape or
form. Two years was the period for
whick hon. members had agreed to sup-
port the Bill, and it was most unfair now
to spring a proposal of three years on the
Committee, -

Amendment (Hon. F. T. Crowder’s)
put, and division taken, with the follow-
ing result: —

Ayes 7
Noes 12
Majority against .. b
Ayes. Noes.
Hon R. (5. Burges Hon, H. Briggs
Hen. 8. J. Haynes Hon. D. K. Congdon
Hon. 1), MoEny Hon. J. W, Hackell

Hon, R. 8. Haynes
Hon. A. B. Kidson
Hon. W. T. Loton
Hon. H, G. Parsons
Hon. A. P. Matheson
Hon. G. Roandell
Hon. \V, 8pencer
Hon. F. M. Stone
Hon. E. McLarty
(Tellex)

Hon. C. A Piesse
Hon. J. E. Richardson
Hon. F. Whitcombe
Hon. F.T. Crowder
(Teller}
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Awmendment thus negatived, and the
new clause passed.
New Clause:

Hox. A. P. MATHESON moved that
the following new clause be added to the
Bill : — :

Bvery shopkeeper and hotelkeeper js hereby

required to provide proper sitting accommo-
dation to the satisfaction of the inspector, for
females employed in his shop or hotel hars,
us the case may be; and the occupier of any
shop shall allow every person employed thercin
to make use of such sitting accommodation
ab all reasonuble times during the day. If any
person fails to comply with the requirements
of this section, he shall for every day during
which he so fails, be liable to a penalty not ex-
veeding Five pounds.
The clause provided that all females em-
ployed in shops and hotels should be ac-
commodated with seats. This clause was
originally inserted in the Bill of last ges-
gion, and it struck him ag being & most
admirable one, and he was surprised to
see that it was omitted from the Bill this
gesgion. Those who had had experience
of this climate in the summer could not
have any doubt of the extreme hardship
entailed on women who had to stand for
eight hours & day in & shop.

Hox. A. B. Kipson: For ten hours.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON said he took
cight hours ag a minimum. It was quite
a common thing for seats to be provided,
but it was extremely desirable that nc-
commodation of this sort should be made
compulsory. In the cause of humanity,
the clause should not be opposed by hon.
members.

Hox. C. A. PIESSE said it seemed to
him that this new clause was altogether
uncalled for. The clause did not say
what the seats were to be put there for.
Were they to be an ornament? Unless the
customers were told to go and bring
down the goods o the ghelves themselves
and hand them to the employee, it would
not be any use providing seats. And
then the clause said that seats were to
be provided; what were the seats to be
provided for? To sit om, or for what pur-
pose? If seats were to be provided so that
asgistants could sit down, then there
should be some provision limiting the
hours in which the assistants were to be
eflowed to sit. If a person went into a
shop and found the assistant looking
tired, proceedings might be instituted
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against the proprietor of that shop, and
a penalty of £5 enforced.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: The object of
the amendment was not to provide seat-
fng accommodation, for thel assistant
when serving a customer, but so that the
agsistant could sit down when she was
not serving a customer.

Hexn. J. W. Hacxperr: This was o fac
tory clause, and not an early closing
clause.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON : If the clause was
a good one, it mattered not whelther it
way & factory..clause or an early closing
clause.

How. J. W. HacreTT : But effect could
nBot. be given to it in an Early Closing

ill,

Hon. A B. KIDSON: It was a fact
that women in shops had to stand for
long times during the day, which en-
tailed great hardship upon them.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER 3said he did not
think the hon. member was serious in
moving the mnendment, nor was the hon,
meinber in charge of the Bill serious in
accepting it.

Twe CHAIRMAN: There was n ques
tion whether this clause should be in-
serted in the Bill. Standing Order 231
said : —

Such matters as have no proper relations
to each other shall not be intermingled in one
and the same Bill; nor shall any clause be
inserfed in any draft of & Bill foreign to the
title of the Bill; and if any such clause be
afterwards introduced, the title shall be altered
accordingly.

The title of the Bill would have to be
altered if the clause was inserted

How, R. S, HAYNES said he hoped the
Chairman was not going to give that
rulin. A Factories Bill was based
on principles of humanity, and se was
this Bill. So long as the object sought
was to ameliorate the condition of those
employed in shops, such a provision as
this could be inserted. The title of the
Bill before the Committee was “ An Act
for hmiting the hours of business in
shops,” and the title of a Factories Bill
would be “An Act for limiting the hours
in Factories.” Where was the distine-
tion? A factory was a place where people
worked, and a shop was a place whare
people worked. If the clause wasforeign
to an Barly Closing Bill, then, of course,
it should be thrown out. But he said
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it was not foreign to the principles of
the Bill ; it was one of the material prin-
ciples of the Bill The essence of the
whole Bill was not to act cruelly to people
employed in shops, and it was acting
cruelly in not providing them with suffi-
cient geating accommodation. With
great regpect, he submitted that the
clause was not foreign to the Bill, and
he asked the Chairman to rule that it
was not.

TrE CHAIRMAN : Clause 1 stated that
“this Act may be cited as the Early
Closing Act of 1898." -

Hox. R. 5. HAYNES: But the title
was “An Act for limiting the hours of
business in shops”

Tae CHAIRMAN: If this new clause
were ingserted, the title would have to be
altered. The title, of courss, could be
amended.

Hown, R. S. HAYNES : The title of the
Bill was “ An Act-for limiting the hours of
business in shops.” The short title was
of no moment whatever, and the clause
giving the short title could be struck out
altogether. The short title in a Bill was
given because in old Acts the title used to
be very lengthy, and it was inconvenient
to refer to an Act by its title, But the
title in this Bill was so short that it was
not necessary to have a short title at all.

Tae CHAIRMAN said he could not say
that this new clause had anything to do
with the present title of the Bill. It ap-
peared to be foreign to it. The c¢lause
which it was sought to introduce provided
for proper seating accommodation for as-
sistants in shops and hotels. If such &
clause were inserted, the title would have
to be altered accordingly.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES : Clause 11 of the
Bill before the House said that a shop-
keeper should not employ anyone under
16 years of age. That had nothing to do
with early closing.

Hox. A, P. MATHESON: The object
of the Bill was to ameliorate the condition
of people in shops and hotel bars It
would be a matter of extreme regret if, for
any technical objection, the clause could
not be inserted,

Hox. B. 8. Havnes: The title could be
amended, and it could be stated “ An Act
for limiting the hours of busginess in shops
and for other purposes.”

[COUNCIL.]
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Hox. A. P. MATHESON : The Hon. C.
A. Piesse ought to have gathered from the
terms of the clause that it was never sup-
posed for an instant that an attendant
would serve a customer while sitting
down. .

Tae CHAIRMAN gaid his ruling
was that at present the new clauge was
foreign to the Bill; but the clause could
be inserted, and then the title of the Bill
would have to be altered. If the clause
were not inserted the title would stand as
it was.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER said he hoped
the new clause would not be inserted, and
then there would be no necessity to alter
the title of the Bill. The clause went too
far, and, to his mind, it was practically
unworkable. There was nothing about
an inspector for females in the Bill, and
this clause referred to an inspeetor for
fomales. The hon. member in charge of
the Bill said that a policeman was to be
an inspector under the Bill: would there
be a policeman to inspect females{ Then
the guestion would arise as to what were
reasonable times during which an assistant
could sit down. There was a fine of five
pounds if an employer did not provide
such accommodation, and if he (Hon. F.
T. Crowder) was an employer of labour
and cntered his shop and found all his
employees sitting down and he dismissed
them for it, and an action was brought
against him for wrongful dismissal, the
case might be given againet him on the
ground that the assistants were gitting
down at o reasonable time. The proposal
wasg ridiculous on the face of it. In some
shops, no doubt, women were worked too
long hours, but if the public ceased to
deal with such shops the hours would
speedily be made shorter. He knew of
two or three shops in Adelaide where sit-
ting accommodation was voluntarily pro-
vided, and the system worked very well.
It was another matter to provide s
penalty for not allowing an assistant to
git- down for what the latter might deem a
reasonable time. In the Bill of last ses-
gion, which was, at bis inatigation, re-
jected, there was o similar clause so
hedged with conditions that under certain
circumstances it might be expected to
work in reason. The present clause, how-
ever, was not so reagonable.
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Hor. R. S. HAYNES: A mistake had
been made by the Hon. F. T. Crowder in
speaking of an “inspector for females.”
The misteke arose from improper
punctuation. The words should read “re-
quired to provide proner sitting accommo-
dation to the satisfaction of the inspec-
tor, for females,” and so on. There was
no “ingpector for females.” As to what
was reasonable time was a matter of fact
which had to be decided in the usual
course by a court of law. The clause was
recommended by a lady in the colony,
who took a great interest in persons en-
gaged in business, and it was a clause
which he (Mr. Haynes) could approve
of quite irrespective of any Early Closing
Bill.

Hox. F. M. STONE: Members were
evidently in sympathy with the inten-
tion of the clause which, however, re-
quired some improvement in the word-
ing. He suggested a number of verbal
amendments which he considered would
make the clause clearer and more ef-
fective.

Tae CHAIRMAN suggested that the
better plan would be for the Hon. A. P.
Matheson to withdraw this clause and
auow the Hon. F. M. Stone to move the
clause in accordance with his suggested
amendments.

How. A. I MATHESON said he wns
quite prepared to fall in with the sug-
gestion of the Chairman. Mr. Crowder’s
utterances afforded ample proof of the
necessity for this clause, and for the whole
of the Billl That hon. member had
drawn a picture of the way he would
enter his shop—presuming he had one.
If he found his assistants sitting down and
failing to rise he would dismiss them on
the spot, and then he would be fright-
fully aanoyed because he had to be fined
£5 in the case of esch assistant. Such
conduct on the part of a shop proprietor
would be worthy of a penalty, not of £
but, of £10.

New clause, by leave, withdrawn.

New Clause:

Hox. F. M. STONE then moved that
the following new clauge be added to the
Bill: —

Everv shopkeeper and hotelkeeper in hereby
required to provide, to the satisfaction of the
inspector, proper sufficient sibting accommo-
dation for females employed in his shop or
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hotel bars, as the case may be: and the ocen-
pier of any shop or hotel shall allow every
person employed therein to make use of such
sitting accommodation whenever not occupied
in such skop or hotel in connection with her
duties therein. If any person fails to comply
with the requirements of this section, heghall
for every day during which be so fails, be
linble to o penalty not exceeding five pounds.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT : It seemed un-
fair to bring a charge of want of human-
ity and kindness against hon. members
if they declined to consent to a. perfectly
imoracticable clause. The Hon. A, P
Matheson must have been got hold of by
some wandering philanthropist.

Hoxn. A. B. Kipson: The hon. member
would not say that, if he knew who it
WS

Hon. J. W, HACKETT: And that
philanthropist must have induced the
hon. member to pitchiork this clause
into the Bill, with which it had no con-
nection, and in which it could only do
harm. The amendment only staved off
the larger question of a Factory Act,
which was of far more importance than
an Early Closing Bill.  The long hours
and conditions under which people
worked in large towns demanded a mea-
sure of a different character, and one far
more beneficial than this Early Closing
Bill. A clause of this kind, which was
really a Factory Act clauee, required to-
taty different machinery. He (Hon. J.
W. Hackett) would not weary the Com-
mittes by going into the question of the
class of machinery required.  Sitting
accommodation could easily be provided,
and any shopkeener who was asked to do
go would provide it. The difficulty was
to see that the hotelkeeper or shopovwner
did not take advantage of the loopholes
in the Bill, but wae compelled to allow
his employees prover times for resting
themselves on these stools or seats.
There was nothing in the Bill to prevent
a proprietor at once dismissing an em-
ployee whom he found sitting down.
Then again the rashness of the proposal
wag shown in the fact that the clause was
limited to one sex. Why should delicate
men employees not have the same pri-
vilee as delicate women employees?
Supnosing the seats were availed of, the
employer might come to one of two con.
clusions : cither that the employee was
not strong enough for his or her work, or
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was not doing the work. In either case
the employer claimed it was o fair case
for dismissal.

Hox. R. 8. Havxes:
out its own cure. .

Hox. J. W. HACKETT: 1t could nat,
except in the case of a Factory Act. The
competition. in the labour market was
very severe, and employers would be able
to get servants, male or female, who would
tuke good.care that they were never found
sitting down. If they were found sitting
it would mean that a. black mark would be
put ngainst their names and they would
bs dismissed on the very first opportu-
nity ; and it would be found impossible
for them to obtain a situation again if
they were dismissed for that reason.
Under o Factorigs Act such a clause would
be provided. If we inserted a clause of
this character in an Early Closing Bill,
we would be forestalling a Bill which
must come in the future, and which would
deal with all classes of work.

How. C. A. PIESSE: Hon. gentlemen
were talking about a matter which they
dirl] not understand, or such a propesition
would not have been brought forward as
thas pronosed by the Hon. A. P. Mathe-
son. He knew of no brutal treatment of
employees, and he would ask hon. members
to mention an instance in which girls had
Leen treated brutally.

Hon. R. 8. Hayses: Go into two or
threc places in Perth and the hon. mem-
ber would see it.

Hox. C. A. PIESSE: It was provided
in the usill that no women should work
more than forty-eight hours, and now hon.
members wanted to give a woman a seat
g0 that she could sit down when she was
not employed. The words “not occupied”
shouiu be inserted in the proposed new
clause. An employer expected his em-
ployees to be occupied during the time
he or she was engaged at the shop.

Ho~. R. 8. Havnes: Why not bring
in an Act to enable slavery to be carried
on?

Howx. C. A. PIESSE: If vases such as
hal been described had occurred, hon.
members would have heard of them
through the Press. What mure was
wunted when the Bill provided that no
woman should work more than forty-

It would work
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time, he did not think avy great injury
weuld be done.

Hos. H. . PARSONS suid lhe was
always willing to defer to the vpinion of
experts. One or two hon. wembers knew
whot they were talking about in this
macter ; and these wembers had said that
tir: new clause proposed would interfere
with trade. Hon. members were always
willing, when a matter referring to the
goldfields came up, to allow goldfields
members to guide them, and the same in
regard to agricultural matters. So in re-
gard to this matter, he thought we
ghould be guided by experts. He would
support the bon. member who had last
spoken.

How. D. K. CONGDON said he io-
terded to oppose the proposed new clause.
He had some experience extending over
forty-five years, and he would say that it
was the usual custom in shops to provide
sitting accommodation for assistants.
Every shopkeeper was humane enough
not to find fault with an assistant who was
found sitting down taking a temporary
rest, buti it would be a difficult thing to say
what was the proper time for an assistant
to take rest.

Hown. R. S. Haynes: Never.

Hox. D. K. CONGDON: As the Hon.
C. A. Piesse had said, assistants were en-
goged from the time they came to the
ghop to the time they went away ; and it
was expected that they should work for
the major portion of that time. A shop-
keeper did not keep shop for amusement,
but to make money, and the assistants
at the shop came to make their money,
too, and they knew they had to work.
He wag decidedly oposed to the proposed
new clause.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES said he was al-
ways willing to defer to the opiniong of
gkilled experts. If the Hon. C. A. Piesse
and the Hon. D. K. Congdon would state
that they were experts, and that they
voiced the opinions and desires of the per-
sons engoged in trade, then he would say
that storekeepers were a very inhuman
lot of beings. He did not know what
experience the Hon. C. A. Piesse had had,
but he (Mr. Haynes) had his eyes open,
and he had gone inte some shops in Perth
from which he could draw his own con-

eight hours? TIf a woman steod all that | clusions. In ome shop he knew there
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wns no seating accomnnodation at all for
females.

Hon."F. T. CRoWDER:
that shop.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: It was uot a
question whether he dealt there or
whether anybody clse dealt there. The
fact remained thutfemrales were employed
there, and that they had to stand on
their feet, and no sitting accommodation
wus provided for them. The Hon. J. W.
Hackett had hit an important peint, but
there was this difference, that the Hon.
J. W. Hackett agreed with the prineiple
of the measure, while the Hons. C. A.
Piesse and D. K. Congdon disagreed with
it

Hon. C. A.Piesse said he did agree with
the principle contained in the new clause;
nnd did not ebject to sitting accommeda-
tion being provided.

Hon. R. 8. HAYNES: The bhon
gentleman frequently got up and said
things, and sat down again not knowing
what he had said. The Hon. J. W,
Hoackett had said that this new clause was
necessary, while the Hon, I). K. Congdon
said it was not.

Hon. D. K. Congpox: Seats were al-
ready provided : that wag what he said.

Hon. R. S. HAYNES: The hon. mem-
ber had said that seats were generally
provided, but we wanted to make it the
invariable rule. The Committee should
strike at those who were inhumane. No
harm would be done in making it an
invarinble practice to supply seats. With
reference to the argument of the Hon, J.
W. Hackett, who said it was necessary
that such & provision as this should pass,
but that it was not right to introduce it
into this Bill, he might say that there
had been ne attempt to introduce a
Factories Bill here, and if this Bill was
to be strangled by this liberal Chamber,
what chance had a Factories Bill of pas-
sing ?

Hon. J. W. HacgerrT:
almost unaltered.

Hoxn. R. 8. HAYNES : The Hon. J. W.
Hackett might vote for this new clause,
ag it was a step in the right direction.
He did not think the passing of such a
provision as this would interfere with
any Factories Bill which might be
brought forward. This clause was the
introduction of the thin end of the wedge.

Keep out of

The Bill was
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Hox. W. T. LOTON: It was possible
to legislate a little too far, and he had
no hesitation in saying that hon. mem-
bers who voted for this new provision
were going o little too far. One would
have imagined from the speeches which
had been delivered, that employers of
labour were slave-owners or slave-drivers.

Hox. R, S. Havnes: Some of them
were.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: Ii the trades-
people of this colony and the employers
of labour were so inhunjane, why had we
not had instances brought before us,
showing that thie inhumane state of affairs
existed? If seats were provided, the as
sistants should be allowed to meake use
of them when not engaged in their duties.
What in the name of all that was reason-
able were cmployees engaged for? They
were not employed to sit down while at
work, although in some cases the em-
ployees had to work while sitting down,
as their occupation necessitated this;
but in other instances their duties meces-
gitated their standing during the greater
portion of the day whether serving custo-
mers or not, and to him it seemed a matter
of impossibility or impracticability to

} legislate for such contingencies.

Hown. R. S. Havxes: Such a provision
was in the English Factories Act, and in
the Factories Acts of other colonies.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: It would be im-
practicable to carry out such a rule in a
Bill dealing with assistants in shops.

Twe COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
clause was outside the scope of the Bill.
Clause 11 only provided for shortening the
hours “of labour for females and persons
under a certain age engaged in shops. The
proposed new slanse would be inoperative

because it could be so evaded as to be
altogether wuseless. Although he was
thoroughly in sympathy with the prin-

ciple of humanity which underlay the pro-
posal, a clause of the kind was, to a cer-
tain extent, unnecessary in the shops of
this colony, and might safely be omitted
from the Bill

New clause put and negatived.

First Schedule:

Hox. F. T. CROWDER moved, as an
amendment, that all the words of the
schedule of exemptions be struck out ex-
cepting “‘chemists and druggists’ shops,
and undertakers’ shops.” If it was the
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intention of the member in charge of the
Bill that employees should work only
certain hours, he ought to be straight-
forward and carry his arguments to their
logical conclusion. As the Bill now stood,
it was simply class legizlation in favour
of the few to the detriment of the many.
In the New Zealand Act no class of
traders was exempted, except chemists
and hotel keepers. The placcs where-
in most female labour was employed
were the very places which this
schedule exempted from the provisions of
the Bill. In coffee-houses, confectioners’
shops, and florists’ shops, females might
be called upon to work eighteen or twenty
hours a day, and yet a great song had
been made about providing sitting accom-
modation for females who only worked
eight hours a day in shops.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: If the amend-
ment were carried it would do away xith
a very large amount of good the Bill was
calculated to afford. The Hon. F. T.
Crowder had shown himself somewhat
insonsistent, inagmuch as he was in favour
of exempting wine and spirit shops aad
30 on from the provisions of the Biil.

Hox. F. T. Crowper: That could not
be helped.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: Coffee-houses,
restaurants, and places of that sort, it
was absolutely neceasary to keep open
after six o'clock in the evening. These
were inns for the accommodation of the
public, a8 everybody did not desire to
et their refreshments at hotels. 'Lhe
shops for the sale of toilet and medical
and surgical requisites were simply in-
serted ns a safeguard for cheaists, and
might be read as included in chemists’
shops. Opyster shops, fish shops, and
florists’ shops were included in the sche-
dule becausae the poods sold were of a
perighable nature, while the reason for
‘axempting the undertakers’ shops was
obrious.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON : Portions of
the schedule appeared to have been mis-
understood by the Hon. F. T. Crowder,
who dwelt for a considerable time on
the contention that females might be em-
ployed in the shops named in the sche-
dule for considerably more than forty-
eight hours per week. But if the hon.
member referred to the Bill he would
find under clause 3 that only clauses 7
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Inebriales Bill.

to 10 did not apply to shops or premises
included in this schedule, and that clause
11 definitely provided that no woman
should be employed for more than forty-
eight hours. Thus the whole complaint
of the hon. member disappeared,

Amendment negatived, and the sche-
dule passed.

Second Schedule—struck out.

Preamble and title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and
report adopted.

JURY (CONSOLIDATION} BILL.

Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly, and, on the motion of the CoromarL
SECRETARY, read a first time,

INEBRIATES BILL.
Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly, and, on the motion of the CoLonian
SECRETARY, read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10.25 p.m.
unti! the next day,

Yeqislatibe Bssembly,
Tuesdey, 9th Auwguse, 1898.

Papers  presented — Question: Frementle
Water Supply, Extension—Agricultural
Bank Act Amendment Bill, first reading—
Acting Chairman of Committees, Ap-
pointment  (temporary}—Land Bill, in
Committee, clauses 82 to 86—Gold Mines
Bill, eecond reading, debate resumed and
sdjourned—Prevention of Crimes Bill,
first reading—Adjournment.

The SreskeEr took the chair at £.30
o’clock, p.m.

PraveRs.



